
MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE 
4 ?s   //  Week 3  //  What Are the Boundaries?

ICEBREAKER
Were you a rule follower or breaker as a kid?

KEY SCRIPTURE
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

MODEL THE BEHAVIOR YOU WANT TO SEE

1. How have you seen kids in your life model behavior?  

2. Can you think of a quirk or phrase you say that models your 
parents?

3. Why do you think it’s important that parents/adults model 
behavior, rather than just tell children what they should do?

4. Read 1 Corinthians 4:15-16. Just like Paul, who are we to 
model for children?

DISCIPLINE IN LOVE

5. Describe a time when you were disciplined as a child, in which 
you were very angry at the time, but see the wisdom of that 
discipline now.

6. As mentioned in reference to Andy Stanley, why do you think 
discipline is so related to a long term vision? Talk about this 
in your group.  

7. Read Ephesians 6:4. Have you ever seen a parent discipline 
out of anger or desperation instead of love? How did it make 
you feel to watch? How does the experience help you to 
understand the importance of disciplining from love and with 
patience?

TEACH THE CORRECT WAY

8. Kids are curious; they are learning. Why is it so important to 
teach kids not only what they should not do, but what they 
should do?

9. How has your own raising affected your parenting, or 
interaction with children? How can you begin to choose 
healthy parenting steps with your kids now?

PRAYER
Use the challenge below to pray together as a group as you ask God for wisdom and direction as you parent or interact with the kids he 
has placed in your life  

CHALLENGE
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James 1:5 tells us “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to you.”

We were reminded this week that we don’t have to have all the 
answers. Take some time this week to evaluate yourself in the 
three areas listed to the right, and ask God to show you how you 
can grow.  

1. Modeling good behavior and the love of Christ
2. Disciplining in love
3. Teaching kids correct ways

What are some family values and behaviors you want to model 
and set for children?  Do you need to incorporate more discipline, 
or take a step back and bring more love into your discipline style.  
Write these things down and pray over them this week.


